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C'!lt{i:jl:) T!~llil J:l'7Jlll n!J~} - Now, you hould know a nd under tnnd regarding the ubiett O( 
sorcery, c:,r.~ n1fli7 ltV!$ C'JlnnlJ::J wn~li O'Jlt7llry "19ll T'~t'l ~:l:J XT1 l!DX~ TP.n' 1< u~ ·~ - that 
when the Creator _ may He be bles ed - created v rytb1ng 1n the world out or notbing

1
Ht 

made the "upper realms"lll in control or the ''lower realm " ' 1 that ar b neath them. ~~ 
Tv:; o~J:;~1 oz:t~::J~lJ 'll" n*t~~~ 01:1;~~ ry'&,li ,lVI< &,; r'~i') - Thu .: He vc t d power over the eartb 
and everything on it in the stars and constellation , accordmg to tb lr control and aerordinz 
to their gaze toward [the earthly beings), i.e , their po. 1llon 1n the heaven., Olll W!Q 

nll'H\'¥'~'1 nli:j)IP - as has been proven empirically in the clcncc of trology. ' w~ 
OiJ? UIJ?~ Ol)lq 0'1fV1 Ol~~&,li OWn~li n*tQv &,~1 Ol:l~:ll) &,v - nd 0\'er th tars and conJtellaiJoA~ 
[God] further placed angels and celeslinl "mini ter " in control, who are the tire foreul 
[those stars). on'? oqt lllll< ~ll n11~ ,,ll o'?uh ,11 ont>n nl7ll oru:;u. J, - ow,lbe ron1rollal 
these angels] over the stars is, from the lime of th ir coming into being nd for a.ll ettrnity,a 
decree of the Most High that He imparted to them. :l:l 0~ mm . • OOOID •. m 
or:m n1,1~7 llll~ n~l)~lJ lmsp ntn:l nnn~n '::111 D'll~. O'l'nJQ;:t - Howen:lr, it " amont 1God'11 
mighty wonders that He incorporated within the po er or (the ) up rn I eonrrolltrs!ti 
lain possibilitie of change and capabi litic to Iter th control exerted b) that whirl! d 

beneath them, tV•x&, IX o~ IX Yl~'? M\'1 II< n~ll> Y1K.IJ , 13il ,t:J~ 'Hl:l a :l~~ o~Q ;m> ol<t' - .10 

that, for example, if the gaze of nny of th tar [rom It r cing tow rd th rth i ,up~ 11 

be good - or bad - Cor th earth a n whole or for o p rtleul r n tion or person. 0 · \J( 1'1'1. 
ill¥V u;~:) 1~:-t? .1'7y 0 'l1''ll• D'~i'J - lhot facing can be chang d by th rupemnl !the~ 
forces) to be Cor tt (t.e., forth earth, nntion or per on) the oppo it or the present gnze ofthesl 
itself.&1 liH llv M1llll'l nr.~~tp l!~ll:t - Tt i Ilk th idea thnt th y pr d: "Delight (ll?lisaJ 
exchange for am/c/iQII ("l)j " L r;{1 p ~ 
o?lll &, . "' ' D!i'J 'll• l<ll? ,X1~l:) 1(1~ ll XJ\:1, J? ll:l\:1 1 :ln' l< :1 nl ' ae· 
may H~ ~~:~ll~_,.,b:ll~ ,n ~ ¥ }'::17 1D~ .UlY ::1 on; mt:1~ - A.nd ( od) djd lb' beCJlU~ers ; 

uu c cd - alters hm nod .. CD I ., 2 l u mon the lfl .L...t 
the ·n" mos 5·8) to l H' W' l , n on cuue _: L • sum .. d l \t'illl""' 
requiring any eh~ng ~: tb' 1 1 With tb m, "and turn blsckn to morning~ hb• · · ~-

c nnturnl order of the world, n-,o:~ o~7<lD nP ll• ~ 
63 Ccl hnl powc·ra 1 Ram ban ~ t:l 
64. Earthly bcmp ' wilt pi 10 hortly. Tb II b " word.t for dei!Jh~ 111

1
d ; ; \bill-

65. See Ram ban on Gt com •'d or th :une thrte I UcrS r ~ I~ (Ill 
LevitJC(lS 19;19. llt~IS l :ll, 2; · l:~roc.tu, 20:<1, dilTI!n'nl orde111 Th is an cUJDple~eJIISof•~ 
66. This arrangcmt•nt ·~ cnn b.: changed mto n good fate b~tl' ytUvoA~ 
undermined. even lhro: hunnlt rnble, nnd tnnno lM1 nll•·rnlton ll',ht £{ro1m poinl$ to , 
67 1 e th6 AnaAI g mug.c the ourte forth' lotcmcntl ~·~·gil . . ., ~ - .... can com llh rthe ..... -
of what its gaze is suppos':t to estar to do the opposite 69. That is, arranged for the cfl'eet8° ~ 

[According to the Lisbon re au.gur. . be reveraible. , fo~ IJ 

~~=~ in ~ all·Hebrew ~:"'~ "'" ~ve 70. A metaphor for changing peot:~suJ¢1~ 
present: fthcbanrecl ••• tothe~~ bright to dim, and vice verSa (Ras ~; ¢tb4 

0 estar ltaelf.) -.-&be waten of the aea· is also a met:DP ' 
meaning libid.l. 
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ind ~'ll Umt the shrrs and the constellations could proceed along their prescribed orbits. 
~tV>Jlll~l~ c~n,l:' M~~'?::r 1\)tl 7~~ It!~ 1::1 7~1 - It is for this reason that the author of "The Book of 

• !!'I th g • • lt'rn 7'.1 L L-\b~Moon, ' e sa em ma-~mancy, says: ,M?~ 111x":~ :-t!;:tJ:l ."D?Uiv ',~'W TI.K"J?~ .K';:Il ,;,3:~?:-tw:~ 
~ 11, ~~~ - When the moon, which is called "the sphere of the earth," is positioned· ~t th~ 
b~ad of Aries, for example, ,~,;~ 73;\D ''~9 M!;:t'1 - and its face is toward13 such and such a 
>t~r. ,~,;~ ,~1'? M~\DI';' M'V~t'l -draw a figure in a certain shape, ~~;~::r Cl;ll n)!~::r cw n~ i'O''l 
'lllO~ \n\1(~ lli1~H::r c::m n'DWO 1~ v"l¥ M~l?~::t - in which should be inscribed the name of the 
hour and the name of the angel that is assigned to [that hour], taken from the list of those 
nmes that are mentioned in that book, 1~1 1~ '(!lll:l Tl'l,;D n1~i'::r n11711t'11- and burn a certain 
inrense in such and such a manner, crltrn ,:l~;p, yuu71 1111Til; n)!l; :pC,l! u~~::r n;~!l - and as 
a result the angel's gaae upon [the moon] will be for evil, "to uproot, to smash, to annihilate 
mdtoruin" (see Jeremiah 1:10). ,l,;l\1 u:;t~~' 'l,;J;I ;l~:l n~~7::r n;nn 11!7~;11- And when the moon 
is situated in a certain constellation, and bearing a certain "gaze," T!lll:l nl~Ji'::tl n~\IJ J;I ntVl!lJ 
~ nu~~ n~'u &,:;? ,~,,~ - draw a figure and burn an incense according to such and such a 
lllethod, nnd this will aYuil for all sorts of good, "to build and to plant" tJeremiah ibid.). 
lll\,l'O !J!ll n~~'?::t mv~::t MJll~ ;,~;,1 - And doing this magic, too, is in consonance with the control of 
lhe moon and the power of its nugelic controller.'~ ynn .Kin n#:)":l 11¥ : nyllt!J?::t :·q:;tl~::r ;~l:'i 
~~~~~1~i! - But it is the simple, unimpeded control that it e:-.;erts through I~S normal orbit ~~t 
lh~ Creator _ may He be blessed _ desires. t~u c;:t~ Cl{l ,1!7~ - that which he placed m It 
0 

• • a1 • · 1 · t. · the opposite of that normal ng~n ly, ~D:-1 Ill - whereus this, mngiCU mter\'en IOn. IS . . ecret 
~ntllll. :-t~)i~ 7~ K'7~Q D'lll'n:l~ en~ en~ 111?~111 CIJ::ll c•!ll{l:liJ 1n' n!1.- And ~Is Islthe.~ th t 
htbind the vnrious h;pes of sorcery und their power, regarding which [the ages sru ~ 
"the)• eontra\'ene th~ celestiallcgi~n," (C/wlliu 7b)- n~rpiJ Dttl c•U\l!l!l;:t ~ln::l::! ll?::t c::rw f, th, 
,.,., trnry to the ordinary powers o e 
' '.t¥illl) '1¥~ .K!~~Q'z - which mcnns to say that they are cofn d ·tellati'ons in one par-
linll'e • f t h 1 gion o stars rui com; 
tiru rse, and ~o they are a contru\'enhon o c e , in r ht of all this. it is proper that 
lb l'l'ar aspt.'()t. ·~ M"lln::r 11;1\.K ,ll~\'~ IIKl l::l ~~1 - There~ore,. m ~\1119::! w:~u?l u:;tlu? c?'IY::! m~w 

e orah should prohibit Lucts of sorcery],•• uql:~ \ !?" xtn~ 
11. Also k • 74. a~-cause tlte ability to ~uter th~ ~rdinb' .~: ~ec:~; 
lS its Lat~own 11~ .. rho Kl'y ~or Cltwicll'l of Solomo~. tltcsc fo~s ltlH-ough so~ry) " as ut m 
lllfib 11\ lrnnslnlor cnlll'<i it. lt is n book of nmgtc. f a. }bm!Rm e.-.:plnmed nbo\-e. 

U\~ by some to Kin<' Solomon. ere~' ton. · s t•·· · ,..ainst nature nnd the ~ . .,. 75 M~oic does not totn oJ go ag ... I . ed nbo,·e 
· tl'he te th •rddle · 'd 't tor -as Rnmu..'lii e."'P am 
~ ftlr nn "nigromancy• was used in e " 1 angels ~nt gu~ ~ 1~ creation itself the ability to alter 
~ black magic. In modem English, the word ha_s - C'.od m~rt~f ;~c celestial forces in these wn,ys. 
~ II tanfla~ with "necromancy; which technt- the effec~ 0 certain sense it docs contr:wene ~te 
lh.~lpeciftcallytomagic:donethrough spiritsof Howe\"er. tn n . fo itdoescrentenn nlterobon 
~ t 111torder ofthmgs. r .11• 

nn u ld ha\-e taken place natur:~·· 
of what wou . tly addressing the sentiment 
~YI~~p::'lon ul'iticus 19:31) ntrmning 
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•n I hill llu• Will ht IIIII)' fu• /11ft Ill IIIII V /Ill If/filii till II{ Ill llli 1111:1111111}' 1'111/lltlll lll/rl II 

IIIII, whltlh til IIIII 1t11111J'II IIf /j11 fll'lllllllr1 IIIII)' If II lm hl«lillllfl, RIHf"fT 'HIIH lrJ~IIYI fll II ~~~ 
llllill IIIII' 11f thu 11Mfiiiii111JIIIIIII II( UUt lll'llhlhJUIIII 11f fllt'JIItltl« ll lllillf,lll'ltN f/t//itVIIIIJ,'I f!i filM. 

M1Vll' lWII/1 ntn"¥ Ml ,,nn fur fl'lllll lltlf,li llf flrllfl,lnfl tll/11/ll liflflllltiiiKJII/iill ~~~ 
IIIIIJUIIIIJ'' lll~ 11 IJ,~ D~liJ 'JIQ lAI1f)tla 111!1111 ,.,,,, l,huy j,Jifllt M#lllffH/41 HIIIIII,_.JN~ 

11111 nr lh11 wrwhl, wllull11'' fur h111l 11r fur fltmrl,1'' '"IQ"I "Wifi,"'VM!I 'IN ftll(ll llllf~ 
'l 'hl~ 1~ Juullllfl 1 llu ''"'' Utili lhur UtllffllfiiiVfllf """ Hll HIIMI'Hiltm In l :I'8HUtm, 1111 J Mil~ 
""'' ltllll,~llf/111 1/~ Ill: 1111,1111 

llhuuh1111 rlul\•1111~ lhr• 11nllnn M1111, 1IIVht11M1111IIi llfltmlllnu 11alrlofknowlutlf(U:f 
"" ,u~~~ :t,IIJ~ ,,., '" II ,,.,, ,,~ .,, ftHfV ,,HIJ lfiV,fO ,.,,1'11,11 lfl., Now, mHny ~ 

IIJIIIIIIItnnnf JIM)' l'llflltrtllnfllh11 111'UIIt1Jnfllf of Mllln111 l,hfllllllh fllrfiM, lfH)'InM U/111 ilrfflll 
h'ulh tn th11rn 11t nil, fur who t11ll11 thiii'IIVtm or thtJ tll'ltlltl WhHt will btl In £1/# flltllllf'tlitl 
1lcl IIIIJINI'I I hi~ knuWIIllllfll l,r/ ni,llllrH'/ lfH, fJfll; ,,.,,01,11 11.,,, lilt"''* t,ltJ If~""" 

11nw•wor. w11 nnnnut onntr11tllot thlnfl• th11~ h11v1 IH!on dono puhlltlly Jn tho lllllhi tJf wliMM 
M~H!I ,,~ij!q '"' ,D,, ,,, fl II ,,,,t, If"''' "'"11"11 And furihllffflflfll, our lhf;l,i 

11111mury, ton, noknowlltdflo tro11dlnr hlrd omon111 lllf 1'11111, ttl thoy MUI~ In V'ti/Jtj 
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" '" Nlllllltl 114rt•fllllflllllllll 10:~0) thl11 111 tho rttvon Hnd tht wJIIdom ,, "'' lflflllrll 

lirtlllmh•
1 11~:~) , f"'"HIII ,H,W! "'"II"'"'"' ""!HV I'W, f""'rJ nttW, Now, In U..NIItll 

IIJlCt hlrd11 11r11 ''ll liutl to,ylr, nntl hlrd•tiiVHntll tho~to who lluuur nmun• fmm liM u!fldutttl 
'"" unlletd lfly,ym•l11,n~ H,~4t mv" ,,, ,.,, ,,, And on uxomplu of £hl1 mtUifiiiiM 

lonl.ln nou i Jn lhCI Oomnl'n.~ft 
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of bird-signs (Bam~d~ar ~~:au~ they were filled with [divinations] from th~ E~~, ~ t\:c 
Scripture st~t;;es::a:h~jistines (Isaiah 2:6).91 1'J:l'll~r:t. ?'?~:l :"I! ,~? i'lb'w i'lli'll - Th~.~ 
cloud-augury 1 learned this subject among his many fields of wisdom 92 
.llidrash tells us that So omon , . 
· . ed th t the people of the East 'were knowledgeable and clever" aL 

(The .llidrash stat a ] uuut •• 
- b. .fbird-au!!lln·. Ramban explains these two terms: 
, u ~ect o ., . Th "kn I d " f 

_ .. -L _ .. .,um r.ty!):!i:"l ru::1:1 X':-1 :1l/'"r.tr1- e ow e ge o which the u" t1 Dl:l:'l .Mn:7'"1D::l P.ll1 '-' ~ • '"! ~ •. , .-. , · - • • ~ · . · · u -'u:;r.; 
·:..'--- · derstan. ding the chirping of the brrds, and the cleverness" is the ~1..1.:. 

Speli.!>.S lSUD , h. ""llllJit 
com rehend the idea being expressed through the spreading oft e wmgs. 

~an has distinguished between sorcery and divination, labeling the former an abominatiooa:t 
the latter a form of wisdom. He now explains why Israel is nonetheless forbidden to practice divinatit: 
.n~u;:t .n1:1~.,::r ~ C'll;lt;''i'::tl C'~~U72;1::r :ltn~::r ?'?~ ,IV~~l- And since Scripture apparently includeJ 
the cloud-readers and the other various diviners with the "abominations" that are mentioaedt: 
this passage, which could lead one to believe that the practices of divination are likewise consider-.c 
abominations, DJ:ll;l=?tl X'::t '~ "'1371?~ C'l;l9i' ?~1 D'~l7l? &,~ DJ:11X Vf11' :1J;I.te ,IV~ n?.te:;t D~U::r '!!" ~ .. 
i'r.J~~ 'l'1 :P 1~ 1;1 x~ :"1-t'.tel" nU<~::r nn'l- it went on and clarified: For these natiom that,. 
are possessing, they hearken to cloud-readers and diviners- for this is their form ofwisdal 
in finding out future events- but as for :you, not so has HAsHEM, :your God, given for you lr.ll 
1'~'13 c::r,:r c~::r 1171"!\, c'z?~1 ,,~~? nu~ Ctn9 ,D~~ D'"!~Wl rq,tc;:r D'W~'il::r c!P::r 1'? ,!JJ$ l't~l't ••• 
Scripture is saying, in essence: "Now, God has prohi1>ited to you these aforementioned deed~ 
because they are abominations before Him, and it is because of them that He banished thoR 
nations from before you~~ v. 12). 11~ 1J;IJ:I'? rr?n~ M?~" 1'?l"'fV'l'V ,,::1~~ C'l;l'?i?U! D'V1l]~:f/~ 
~::r ~?-?.~:And additionally, He prohibited to you the readings of bird-signs and the~ 
a: ~f d.ivmation for a completely different reason: because He gave you a great distinctill' 
'p mg you supreme over all the nations of the earth, 194 :1f.IX1 1'D:l ,"1::1':1 TJ.:I!I !C'~~ ~~"§':1 ~ 
;~ '1l!~! ~ ~~~ 371;)1!'~- in that He will 'establish a prophet in • .y~:n,-~cbf·(~ v. 15) and 'piJif 
:words m [the prophet's] mouth' (see v. 18) and you will hear from him what actions~ 
..L" .. perform,that '1~ ~~::r });I U< D'~~1:a;:y });I a~ 6:a- vtn•~1 co~ &,x ntfll:ll!~ :t~ 11~1· '!-117"' ... - so you will not • • • , ~<;or , -• ' - T' • ·gns u,.... 
th~ ~ or from th 1 reqwre a diviner and reader of signs- who receive (the 81 tui1Jifo' 
nnx Cti"U':f '1!1 J'lelt e o;est of the celestial ministers- for obtaining knowledge of the 

111
etiJII! 

a~aie:· . nu-~~;un: ~~of [the diviners] are not all true, but ar? onlY ~011 ~~~ 
· and furthermore, they do not give as much inf~ 

91. This verse corroborates the u: .. __ - ' 
that the people of the East .. .uurash s assertion 
tion. Wthougb the w d were ~ at divina
appear in the verse it-~r, n· • 
COntext,) --, l8 UDcl-toocl 

92. 

.RaJnban will shortly explain why. . ill #: 
93. I.e., all the deeds (actions) men::, r1 jj; 

- to the exclusion of cloud· b t tfJ '
~-uwlll!. whiCh involve knowledge•. u oftbt ~ 

from the wordiPI~ 
t'hue is an 
of an ac:f;ioll- IJelo"· 

- OoftA~< and 28:1. 
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n~Wl? I • : ~- I - J1 1117?'i1' 0'~1?1'1 tl'1il n'nx ,~~ ~~~o,Jt:q:;l nhfl;liJJ O'~~;:;, - ·~•1 
il~'~;;TI:l niKfiJ ~~ l'Y.lc. ~,~·lY.l ~,,·,nl!i1 n?~t¥ n1iJTJ:( 11JJ:( ~'iJ~'~7~ ·'n1':JY.? b1Xit 'J~ l1l~1~ 
?x o"nil 1l'::l W1•1J \( 1 • · • • • ., ~~nn ~, 

" . - - ' RAM BAN ELUCIDATED ' '• 

'"'Ml:1 ':il _ Now, this Sifrei is a proof for what we have explained th 
1 c::1 x:.rm ,::1, Vl,lU c "" •. •- . • f . .. .. L , a •ctr ·. b · ·. ·. · e"ality is to be found in readmgs o s1gns, c.,.~ ··~"~'?!; M~P,~ 7~jfV,&, n1~ 1,.~,. · 

tam 
881

s1m r 1 uld have a leaitimate complaint against the withholding of it fr~m t¥bO-~ therefore srae wo o· eJb. .. 

lS. (';J'iJ~~ 'i1 tJ,V i1~i)T:1 tl,l;IJ;l- YOU SHALL BE WH_O~E (Heb.,.t~mim) WITH HASHEM, YOURGODJ 
[Ramban discusses the meaning ofthis verse and Its Juxtaposition to the verses that preceded it!• 

C,:~ :1lf'Uil"1~'? Xl:11f' r~.t$~1 11?~ ll~? "rl:l!'lf' ~~~';:t-&,~ ':1 CS,I M!y1;1 C'~J:l" C:!/?1 - The explanation ofYII 
shall be whole with HASHEM, your God is that we shall wholly dedicate our hearts to Him 

111 
believe that He alone does all things,106 ,J:I'l r,~ lll;,l~~ ~'11'0 .tc1M1 - and He is the One 1M 
knows the real truth of every future event,107 ~1'1'1;11..'1 'W~tc~ 1.tc 1'.1$'~P ~n1,J:IP,~ llf'11~ ~~. 
D'li'\11 D'"'!l.t< ,,,17 ~~1¥1- and from Him alone we should inquire about the future- whether 
through His prophets108 or through His "devout ones," by which my intent is to say the wearenli 
the Urim and Thummim.109 CJ:l?n·~ .tc-&,1 C!f.ll(l '1!?1:1~ lf"11~ .tc-&,1 - Conversely, we should IIIII 
inquire of the stargazers or of their ilk. C'~'l r,~ r,~ C;:J'1!?'!J l.IC!:l!lf' nt,m .te-e,- Nor should wetni 
that their words will be fulfilled with certainty; 11C!f.l'V ''T'~ r,l!;:,n .,f.llC~ 

1
C;:J, ,~1 ll,'!l~ D~ ~

rather, if we do hear a statement of a prophetic nature from them, we should say, "Everythill(il 
in the hands of Heaven (God), r,ll:; ~!l:J ,7ll;:, r,~ 11'?'! ll';:t-&,~;:r ,;:,-c,~ .tc1n ,~- for He is the GGdli 
the powers, Supreme over everything, All-Powerful, U1:!t1~ 11~!~01 C'~:I1:1;:J n1:1111, :t~- WI» 
alters the decrees of the arrangements of the stars and the constellation~ as He wishes, no 'l!ll 
~:1! C'~'??1 °'1~ n1n:x- and thereby 'abrogates the signs of the stargazers and makes foolsGf~ 
diviners ' "Ill ln"rtl•,c. d bell ve lhai 
all • • ~ t C1.1$;:t :1"-Y.~::t '~!\! n~'!;:t1:1 n1.tc~;:, r,~'V 1'~~~1 - And so we shoul e . 

[the events] that occur to a person are commensurate with how the person has made biJ' 
self close to the service (of God]. r,.l$ C'!IJl:J .,~~ l£f'1h'J ll~lp 1~ nh'm~tr nlztcl!' m:,ttc ~ 
104. The complaint of the Jews th th . • i"'!!l Dr!~~ 
"have of what to inquire" whil th- d at e gentiles 110. God is described above, 10:17, as ~of tht ~ 
sense only if we presume that ~v! .o n?t - m~ ti'~~Q, God of the powers and the Lo tel'lll ~ 
~ that provides its practitioners ti~~ 18 a ge~ume Ramban there explained that ~etbe teJ'III ~ 
information. WI meaningful refers to the angels on high, an er the~ 
!05

· ll'I;IJ;l (translated here 88 "whol ") refers to the hosts of heaven that r;:e :Iesti" ~ 
complete, perfect • See a1s Ram: generally means worlds Although God empowered e UJI(iel' 

and in his Adde~da to &'mbam' an to Genesis 17:1 to rul~ over His creations, they are 
(Positive Commandments §S). s Sefer HaMiti:vos control. e ~ 
~~· ~.e., ~ is the Cause of evel'Jthing. 111. Stylistic citation from Isaiah 44!~ 

· s:;; alone knows term 1:1'9~ (translated he';:' beCiuse ~ ~ 
verse 15. means "fabricato~, ted (Rasbi .,;;; 

.ctions ·are often fabnca • or ~' 
that being "Whole faith Ill"' I 
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